
“King of the Hill"
Mark 9:1-13

Listening to Jesus will give you encouragement that far outweighs any cost of following Him 
(1).

After giving His disciples some hard words about denying themselves, taking up their 
crosses, and losing their lives for His sake and for the Gospel, Jesus gave His disciples some 
encouraging words about seeing the glory and power of the Kingdom of God before they died. While 
these words would surely apply to His resurrection and ascension, as well as to the coming of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost, these encouraging words of Jesus most directly applied to the transforming 
experience that Peter, James, and John would soon have with Jesus on the top of the mountain. On 
the mountain, they would get a glimpse of the glory of God in Jesus. The disciples needed this 
encouragement. Peter needed this encouragement. Jesus had just connected Peter with Satan. 
Jesus had just convicted His disciples of the worldly focus in their hearts. Jesus had just talked to 
His disciples about the reality of the earthly cost of following Him. There’s little doubt that they likely 
needed some encouragement, and what they would find out is that faithfully following Jesus always 
brings encouragement that far outweighs any costs of following Him.
(1) What are some of the costs that you’ve encountered and had to pay in following Jesus?
(2) What are some of the encouragements that God has given you that have far outweighed the 

costs of following Jesus?
(3) Do you think that God still gives us glimpses of the coming and the power of His Kingdom? 

How? In what ways have you seen the coming and the power of His Kingdom?

Listening to Jesus will give you glimpses of His glory as you continue to follow Him (2-8).
Peter, James, and John followed Jesus, which was the most important thing for them to 

continue doing after Jesus had convicted and challenged them in their lives. The journey that Jesus 
took them on was up hill, but when they got to the top of the mountain, the reward was worth the 
effort of the journey. Jesus, who was God in flesh, revealed a glimpse of His glory and the reality of 
His relationship to the people of God. The experience was more than Peter, James, and John could 
process. They were frightened by the glory of Jesus, and they were confused with what do to with all 
that God was revealing to them about Jesus. Peter blurted something out about making tents for 
Jesus, Moses, and Elijah, and James and John just stayed quiet. None of them knew what to do, but 
all of them were overwhelmed with a greater glimpse of the glory of Jesus than they had ever seen 
before. Their willingness to keep listening to Jesus, even when Jesus convicted and challenged 
them, led them to see an incredible glimpse of His glory.
(1) Go back and read Mark 8:34-38. How do you usually react when Jesus convicts and challenges 

you? Be transparent, and share how these words in Mark 8 convict and challenge you. Are you 
tempted to hear but not to follow the words of Jesus?

(2) What did Peter, James, and John do to make it to the top of the mountain? What does this tell 
you about what is important in continuing to follow Jesus in your life? 

(3) What are some simple steps of obedience that you need to take in following Jesus right now in 
your life?

(4) In what ways have you seen the glory of Jesus revealed to you?



Listening to Jesus will grow your faith because His Word has every answer to every question 
about who He is (9-13).

On the way down from the mountain, Jesus continued to remind Peter, James, and John of 
His coming death and resurrection. They still didn’t understand, and they still had questions about 
what God’s Word said about the coming of the Messiah and what Jesus was teaching them. They 
asked Jesus a question about the coming of Elijah, and Jesus used their question to do two things. 
First, Jesus used their question to remind them that God fulfills His Word. In fact, John the Baptist 
was the one who had fulfilled the work of Elijah, and Jesus reminded them of how John was 
imprisoned and killed by the powers of the world. Second, Jesus used their question to make them 
consider what God’s Word said about the treatment of the Messiah. The disciples needed to 
remember what God’s Word said about what would happen to the Messiah. If they would only listen 
to His Word, then they would begin to understand the words of Jesus in relationship to the cross and 
the resurrection. Jesus was reminding His disciples that every answer to every question about who 
He was could be found in God’s Word. Jesus was reminding His disciples that because God always 
does what He says He’s going to do, they could always look to and trust His Word.
(1) His disciples asked Jesus a question that they were struggling with related to the coming of 

Elijah before the coming of the Messiah. How does this encourage you when it comes to 
questions that you have related to Jesus? Do you think Jesus wants you to ask questions or 
not?

(2) Jesus’ response to the disciples reminded them that His Word provides the answers that they 
needed. Do you think His Word still provides all the answers that we need? If not, why not? If so, 
what does that mean when it comes to looking for answers to our questions about Jesus? How is 
your Connect Group important in that process of asking questions and looking to God’s Word?

(3) Do you believe that God’s Word never fails and that He will do all that He says He will do? Take 
time in your group to pray for each other, praying for trust in the Word of God in your hearts.

Listening to Jesus is the right thing to do because Jesus is the Son of God, so listen to Him 
(7-8).

At the heart of the mountaintop experience that Jesus gave Peter, James, and John was the 
revelation from the Father that Jesus was not just a Rabbi or an earth King, but that Jesus was the 
very Son of God. In the midst of the glory of Jesus and in the presence of Moses and Elijah, the 
Father spoke to Peter, James, and John, teaching them more about the true identity of Jesus and 
commanding them to listen to Jesus Christ alone. When the smoke settled and the glory of Jesus 
was concealed, Moses and Elijah were gone, and Jesus was the only one standing. What a powerful 
picture of the reality who Jesus is! Jesus is the fulfillment of the law and prophets. Jesus is the Son 
of the living God. Jesus is the eternal, glorious Lord of Creation. Jesus was the only one that the 
disciples needed to listen to and to follow in their lives because Jesus was the Son of God! Because 
of who Jesus was and still is today, the only right thing for His disciples to do — then and now — is 
to listen to Him and to Him alone.
(1) Peter went from calling Jesus “Messiah” to calling Jesus “Rabbi” when Jesus was standing in the 

presence of Moses and Elijah. When we add things/people to Jesus, it often diminishes our view 
of Jesus. What things/people do you look to in addition to Jesus that may be diminishing your 
view of Jesus? What do you need to do to get your focus on Jesus Christ alone in your life?

(2) Read Mark 9:7. What did the Father mean when He told the disciples to “listen” to Jesus? What 
does that mean for you today? How do we listen to Jesus today in our lives?

(3) Read Mark 9:8. What’s the significance of Jesus being the only one left with the disciples? Do 
you know someone who needs to make Jesus the only one that they trust and follow in their 
lives? Share and pray for them as you close out your group time today.


